FRIENDS OF THE SANTA BARBARA PUBLIC LIBRARY BYLAWS

Article I

Name

The name of this organization shall be Friends of the Santa Barbara Public Library.

Article II

Purpose

Friends of the Santa Barbara Public Library is a non-profit organization whose purpose shall be to promote knowledge of the functions, services, and needs of the Library, to support the extension and improvement of the public library services and collections, and to stimulate benefactions to the Library.

Article III

Membership

Section 1.  Membership in this organization shall be open to all individuals and representatives of business and financial organizations in sympathy with its purposes.

Section 2.  There shall be the following classes of membership, each member entitled to one vote:


Basic


$10
      All contributions are fully tax-deductible.


Regular

$25


Associate

$50


Contributor

$100


Donor


$200


Benefactor

$500


Angel


$1000

Section 3.  The membership year shall be July 1 to June 30.  Membership shall be renewable on July 1, and shall entitle the member to the newsletter, an invitation to the annual meeting, a copy of the annual report, and participation in activities sponsored by Friends of the Santa Barbara Public Library.

Article IV

Officers & Directors

Section I.  There shall be fifteen members of the Board of Directors, inclusive of officers.

Section 2.  The elected officers shall be a president, a first vice-president responsible for programs and special events, a second vice-president responsible for membership, a recording secretary, a corresponding secretary, and a treasurer.

Section 3.  At the constitution of a new Board of Directors, the president shall make the following appointments from the Board membership:


an assistant to the treasurer,


an assistant to the second vice-president


a chairman of development


a chairman of a committee on nominations


additional appointment to these committees, and to such ad hoc committees as

            are deemed necessary, may be made from the membership at large.

Section 4.  The duties and powers of the elected and appointed officers,in addition to those prescribed by parliamentary practice, shall be defined in a procedure manual.

a. Each Director shall receive this document at the constitution of a new Board

of Directors.

b. Said procedures shall be reviewed annually, and may be revised at any meeting of the Directors, providing that a quorum is present and that no clause of the bylaws is suspended.

Section 5.  No use of the name or resources of Friends of the Santa Barbara Public Library shall be made by the Directors or a Director for the purpose of influencing legislation or to support, or interfere with, a candidacy for public office.

Section 6.  The president each year may appoint, with the approval of the Board of Directors, an Advisory Committee of not more than fifteen, from the membership at large.  Each advisor shall serve one year.

Section 7.  The Board of Directors shall have power to elect Honorary Life Members of the Board of Directors of the Friends of the Santa Barbara Public Library in recognition of distinguished and valued service on the Board of Directors, and such members shall have the privilege of attending meetings of the Board of Directors and take active parts therein without, however, the right to vote.

Section 8.  Tenure.  The terms of office shall be as follows:

a. An officer shall serve one year in any office described above, or until a

      successor has been elected, and shall be eligible for reelection.

b. Members of the Board of Directors shall be elected for three years, and may succeed themselves in a second three-year term.  There shall be an interim of at least one year immediately following two successive three-year terms for any Director.

Article V

Funds

Section 1.  The fiscal year shall be October 1 to September 30.

Section 2.  All funds received by the organization, whether in the form of contributions or earnings, shall be deposited to the account of the Friends of the Santa Barbara Public Library and shall be disbursed by the treasurer or president, as authorized by the Board of Directors, except that no funds may be disbursed to or for the benefit of any private individual or member of the organization.

Section 3.  When funds are authorized by the Board of Directors to be used for books, library materials, equipment and service, such funds shall be disbursed with the concurrence of the Chief Librarian or acting head of the Library professional staff.

Article VI

Meetings

Section 1.  The Friends shall hold an Annual Meeting in the month of October.

a. The purpose of the meeting shall be to elect officers and members of the Board of Directors, to hear the reports of officers, and to conduct such other business as conforms to the articles of the bylaws.

b. Current members shall be notified no less than two weeks in advance of the date.

Section 2.  A special meeting of Friends of the Santa Barbara Public Library may be called at any time by the Board of Directors, and such a meeting shall be held, if requested in writing, by at least ten members.

Section 3.  Thirty members shall constitute a quorum at any regular or special meeting of this organization.

a. A majority of the Board of Directors shall constitute a quorum of the body.

Article VII

Elections

Section 1.  The officers and Directors of the Friends of the Santa Barbara Public Library shall be nominated at the Annual Meeting by a committee appointed by the president.  Additional nominations may be made from the floor with the consent of the nominee, a member of Friends of the Library.

Section 2.  The vote of a majority of those members present and voting shall constitute election.  In the case of two or more nominations to the same office, or additional nominations to the Board of Directors, the vote shall be taken by ballot.

Section 3.  Any vacancy on the Board of Directors or among the officers shall be filled for the remainder of the term through appointment of a member of Friends of the Library, recommended by the committee on nominations and confirmed by the Board of Directors.

Article VIII

Amendments

These bylaws may be amended at any meeting of the organization by a two-thirds vote of the members present, provided that notice of proposed amendments shall have been mailed to all members at least two weeks before said meeting.

Article IX

Parliamentary Authority
All meetings and committees shall be governed by Roberts Rules of Order Revised, in all cases not covered by these bylaws.

Article X

Dissolution

In the event of the dissolution of this organization, its assets shall be transferred to an organization or to organizations with similar charitable purposes and aims, which said organizations shall be of the type described in Section 501 (c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954, or the successor or successors to that statute, and shall have similar tax exempt status under the laws of the state or states in which such organization or organizations shall have been formed or shall be operating.

Amended:

October 9, 1961




October 6, 1964




October 4, 1967





      1972




October 26, 1980




October 21, 1984




October 18, 1987




October ___1997______(new rates)

